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Abstract: The clinical efficacy and safety of traditional Chinese medicine in treatment of refractory chronic cough are remarkable. The
TCM monomers of Gouteng ( Uncaria) and Chantui ( Cicada slough) ,the classic formulas such as Xiao Chaihu Decoction and Mahuang
Fuzi Xixin Decoction,the self — proposed formulas such as Peng’s Siwei Formula and Shanghan Wenbing combination Formula,and the
proprietary medicines such as Xiaoer Xiaoji Zhike Oral Liquid are quite effective in clinical practice. At present,the following problems
still exist in the research of TCM treatment of refractory chronic cough:the clinical identification criteria have not been unified, and
there is a lack of objective and standardized diagnostic criteria for TCM symptoms ; clinical research is not perfect,and there is a lack of
treatment plans supported by high — level evidence — based evidence ; the mechanism of action is not clear, and there is a lack of re-
search on the therapeutic mechanism of TCM in the mode of combining illnesses with evidence,etc. ,so it is urgent to carry out the re-
search on diagnostic criteria for symptoms of refractory chronic cough and strengthen the research on the diagnostic criteria of TCM.
There is an urgent need to carry out research on the diagnostic criteria of refractory chronic cough, strengthen the nationwide multi —
center and large — sample clinical investigation,and at the same time ,draw on modern scientific methods to promote the establishment of
TCM animal models with evidence,innovate the experimental research methods,and deeply excavate the mechanism of action of TCM,
so as to provide a new idea for the prevention and treatment of this disease.

Key words : refractory chronic cough ; Chinese medicine ; TCM syndrome diagnostic criteria
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